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of war. I felt deeply for Sir George in the anguish he must
have felt at giving up his command at such a moment. I had
been so closely associated with him during the last two years,
and knew that he, perhaps above all other flag officers, appreci-
ated the powers and limitations of submarines, and the fact
that they were bound to play an important part in the great
struggle before us.

The Home Fleet, commanded, captained, staffed and officered
as it was during 1913 and up to the outbreak of war can
have had little to learn about the tactics <rf submarine attack,
and defence against submarines, but the Navy as a whole was
still very ignorant about submarine powers and limitations, and
the new Command had to learn its lesson in the hard school
of war.

Di had operated successfully for seven days at a distance of
over 500 miles from her base in 1910 ; four years later German
submarines were not given credit for similar enterprise, and the
Monarch, a Dreadnought battleship of the Grand Fleet, narrowly
escaped being torpedoed while she was towing a target for her
consort within 500 miles of Heligoland on the 8th August, 1914.
("The Grand Fleet, 1914-16," by Admiral Viscount Jellicoe,
page 93.)

On the morning of the 6th August the German Ambassador
and his staff arrived by train and embarked for the Hook of
Holland in the G.E.R. packet St. Petersburg. I asked the
Marine Superintendent to instruct the Captain to manoeuvre
his ship as if he were passing through intricate channels in
a minefield. I was told later that he played his part
very realistically and greatly intrigued the German Naval
Attach6.

During the night of 5th-6th the Amphion reported that she
was returning at about 9 a.m. with her flotilla and about 20
prisoners of war. But, about an hour after she was due, a
signal was received from Captain Fox of the Amphion that he
was in the Llewellyn and had important news to communicate ; on
this we could put only one interpretation, which was confirmed
when the War Signal Station reported that the flotilla was in
sight without the Amphion. Shortly afterwards it was reported
that the destroyers had turned and were apparently engaging